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CLAIMS 

1. A decoder for a digital audiovisual transmission system, the decoder including a 
processor for decompressing and displaying compressed still picture data and a 
memory, characterised in that the memory comprises a storage memory allocated to 
receive from the processor decompressed data representing a plurality of still picture 
images,, and at least one display memorAadapted to hold contemporaneously data 
representing multiple still picture images readable by the processor prior to display, 
the data representing the plurality of still picture images being copied from the storage 
memory to the display memory for subsequent display. 

2. A decoder as claimed^l^cl^iitf^ in which the digital image data copied from the 




storage memory into/the di^pla^memory is modified or duplicated during the copying 
step. 

3. A decoder as clainted in claim 1 in which the processor is adapted to process 
image data in the display memory as one layer amongst a plurality of layers 
superimposed one over toother when displayed. 
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4. A decoder as claimed in clahn 3 in which the processor is adapted to display the 
image data in the display memoAin a layer normally used by the processor means to 
display broadcast audiovisual information. 

r 5. A decoder as claimed in any prcccdmg cla m in which the memory comprises a 
second- display memory readable by the Vrocessor means and corresponding to a 
second layer of displayed image data, data bemg copied from the storage memory to 
the second display memory for subsequent display in the second layer of image data. 

6. A decoder as claimed^icto which the digital image data copied from the 

storage memory to the^ec^ji^display memory is modified or duplicated during the 
copying step. 





: WO 99/41908 



PCI7IB99/00288 



-21- 



v c U ' . . ... 

7. A decoder as claimed m-ony preceding claim, in which partial image data is copied 

from the storage memory \o a display memory so as to permit display of part of an 

image. 



5 ft 8. A decoder as claimed 

the storage memory into a 'first 
level application running on the 



gny ^reiediiig c laim , in which image data is copied from 
second display memory under control of a high 
processor. 



A 9. A decoder as claimed in - any preceding claim , in which compressed digital picture 
data is stored in a buffer memory means prior to decompression by the processor. 

10. A decoder as claimed m claim 9, in which the buffer means comprises a plurality 
of buffer memory elements.N 
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11. A decoder as claimed in claim 10, in which the decompression and transfer of 
image data from the buffer memory elements to the storage memory, and from the 
storage memory to a display memory, is coraoHed-by the processor such that image 
information present in the storage memory is Yans^red^to^Ee^isplay at the end of 
the decompression of the contents of each buffer element 




12. A decoder as claimed in <iny preceding claiim ^in which the decompression and 
transfer of a group of images in a single-image fila from the buffer memory to the 
storage memory, and from the storage memory to a display memory, is controlled by 
the processor means such that image information isVransferred from the storage 
memory to the display memory at the end of the decompression of each image in the 
image file. 

13. A decoder as claimed in atiy preceding claim , in which the processor is adapted 
to decompress picture data sent a compression standard that uses a colour look-up 
table. 

f\ 14. A decoder as claimed in ^ny preceding clai m, in which the processor is adapted 
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to decompress picture dJUa sent in a compression standard that uses a red/blue/green 
colour value associated wi^h each pixel. 

15. A decoder as claimed in- ai^y pr e ceding claim in which the processor comprises a 
general processor for decompressing digital picture data and a graphic processor for 
preparing the decompressed data for display. 

16. A method of digital image processing in a decoder for a digital audiovisual 
transmission system, the decoder comprising a processor for decompressing and 
displaying compressed still picture data Characterised in that decompressed digital 
image data representing a plurality of still picture images received from the processor 
is transmitted to a storage memory and thereafter copied from the storage memory to 
a display memory which holds contemporaneously data representing said multiple 
picture images, the data being read by the processor for subsequent display of such 
multiple picture -images. 



1 TV A decoder for a digital audiovisual transmission system substantially as herein 
described. 

18. A method of digital image processing in a decoder for a digital audiovisual 
transmission system substantially as herein described. 




